
 

 

Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability 

Date: July 15, 2016 

To: 2016 Labor Day Festival Vendors and Sponsors 

From: Green ACES (Greenbelt Advisory Committee on Environmental Sustainability) 

Re: Green Efforts and New Polystyrene (Styrofoam™/) Law 

Vendors are NOT to provide Styrofoam™/polystyrene (#6) packaging. Containers with a PS (Polystyrene 

#6) recycling symbol were banned in Prince George’s County on July 1, 2016 and are not allowed.  

City Council approved a resolution to include the following language in vendor agreements, for events 

sponsored or staged by the City: 

1) All materials discarded on Greenbelt premises must have recyclable materials sorted from 
regular trash and placed in recycling bins for city removal. 

2) Moreover, in selecting vendors, preference will be given to vendors who use (1) products made 
of post-consumer waste and (2) recyclable products in place of non-recyclable products (e.g., 
non-recyclable plastics, etc.). 
 

The following is expected of vendors to comply with city regulations. Hopefully you will want to help 

make the Labor Day Festival as green as possible too!  

Waste  

 Recycling receptacle should be present in the food preparation area, and used appropriately.  

Cardboard boxes should be recycled, but plastic covers must be removed from them before the boxes 

are placed in the recycling bin. Plastic wrapping can be recycled at the grocery store with the plastic 

bags. 

We encourage the following voluntary actions to help in our efforts to be green: 

1)  Serve food and drink in packaging that can be recycled (cans, foil, and some plastic and 

paper) or easily decomposed, like napkins and other paper.  Note that Styrofoam™/polystyrene 

(#6) containers are not recyclable in Greenbelt and are not acceptable for the Labor Day 

Festival.  Also some plastic packaging, for example, clamshell containers (thermoformed 

containers), are not recyclable in Greenbelt and must be placed in the trash. 

2) Encourage customers to dispose of their containers/packaging in the most responsible way by telling 

them if they are recyclable or not.  



3) We may be composting some items at the festival such as food scraps and soiled paper. But we are 

not requesting that you buy compostable containers since they are expensive, and the alternative, plain 

paper, is easily degradable. Plastic utensils are no longer recyclable so if you can avoid them that is 

preferable. 

4) We encourage vendors to come up with additional and innovative sustainable ideas, such as 

composting food scraps and reducing electricity consumption.  We would also be happy to 

discuss ways that vendors and sponsors could “green” their booths for this or future festivals.    

Resources: 

Greener options for vendors’ containers are available at stores such as Costco, grocery stores (Giant, 

COOP, CVS) & supply stores (ACME).   

We found these options from a google search: 

General Google search: 

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&source=hp&q=paper+plates+cups+cheap&a 

q=5v&aqi=g3g-v7&aql=&oq=paper+plates%2C+cups 

 

Most Solo products are made of polystyrene (Styrofoam, #6), which is not acceptable; but some are 

paper or PET (#1) and HDPE (#2)-- these are the better option. 

 

If vendors or sponsors have questions about how to make their booths more sustainable, 

please contact the Green ACES city liaison, Luisa Robles, Sustainability Coordinator, at 

lrobles@greenbeltmd.gov  or 240-542-2153; or Jane Young of Green ACES at gccjane@aol.com 

or 301-507-6765.  

What can be recycled at the Festival (if they have very little food or drink on them): 
Paper & plastic plates 

Paper & plastic cups & bottles 

Any metal (e.g., cans, foil—ball it up) 

Pizza boxes 

Glass bottles 

Recycle at a grocery store only: 
Plastic bags bundled & tied together in 1 bag 

What CAN’T be recycled and must be put in the trash: 
Food 

Liquids 

Napkins & paper towels, even if clean 

Styrofoam 

Clamshell containers 

Straws 

Lids 

Potato chip bags and other mylar products 

Plastic utensils 
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